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Dear International Debating Community,

We are incredibly excited to invite you to the 17th Eurasian Schools Debating

Championship.

We could perhaps use this paragraph to tell you that ESDC is one of the largest

international high school debating tournaments in the region, that teams come from

all around the world, or that you will be debating at Robert College overlooking the

Bosphorus. All of that is true. But if ESDC were only about debating, we would not

spend an unreasonable amount of our lives organizing it.

Behind ESDC is an OrgCom made entirely of a bunch of teenagers. It is a slightly

absurd thing to be doing at our age, but RCDS has been doing slightly absurd things

for generations, so we suppose we are keeping the tradition alive. Every year,

another group of RCDS debaters inherits ESDC and tries to make it a little better

than they found it. We have spent years in the Robert College Debate Society

(RCDS), first as younger debaters on the other side of the registration table, then as

members of its OrgCom, and now, somehow, as its Co-Conveners. So yes, we are

slightly emotionally compromised here. But it also means we care an unreasonable

amount about making these three days worth remembering. 

We know how much work goes into the parts of ESDC that nobody ever sees: the

endless messages, the spreadsheets, and the very serious debates that nobody

outside the OrgCom will ever know happened. By the time you arrive at Robert

College, though, we promise all of that will look like three days that came together

exactly as they were supposed to.

So, we want to invite you not only to come debate, but to actually become a part of

ESDC. Come for the motions, the clashes, and the world-class adjudication. Stay for

the people you meet, the conversations, the Culture Night, the Winter Ball, Istanbul,

and hopefully a few memories that will survive much longer than your speaker

scores.

We can't wait to welcome you to Robert College this January, and we hope that you

will enjoy attending ESDC as much as we enjoyed organizing it.

See you at ESDC'27,

Zeynep Rana Aktaş & Tuna Önel

ESDC’27 Co-Conveners
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Head Coach of the Turkey WSDC Team.

10 years of debating experience and over 5 years of experience

as a CA, having won 10+ awards.

Trained more than 500 high school and university students over

the course of 5 years.

Salih Efe Sincap

Mubarrat Wassey

Coach of Poland WSDC Team. Former EUDC CA and WUDC

DCA. Judged finals of WUDC, ESDC, Harvard Schools. CAed

multiple tournaments including PSDC and Cambridge IV. As a

speaker she broke at WUDC, LSE Open, Cambridge IV and won

6 tournaments.

Klaudia Maciejewska

Coach of Greece WSDC Team.

Over 15 years of experience as a Chief Adjudicator.

An integral part of ESDC since 2012.

Part of the organization committee of WUDC 2016 in

Thessaloniki and EUDC 2019 in Athens.

Runs a 400-student debate program.

Kallina Basli

Chief Adjudication Panel
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Chief Adjudicator of WSDC 2026.

Coach and then Manager of Team Qatar between 2019-2025.

Grand Final Chair at WSDC 2025.

Part of the Asian team to win Australasian Intervarsity Debate

Championship.

Founder & Executive Director of the Vocara Institute, a speech

and debate company.



About ESDC

We have a power-pairing method implemented in order to

ensure a fun, fair, and competitive experience for all

participants. We require teams to consist of 3-5 members.

Due to the tournament being WSDC-style, there is no

opportunity for public speech. 

ESDC has both prepared and impromptu rounds, so some of

the motions will be released before the tournament. The

motions will be released on the homepage of our website and

on our social media accounts as the date of the event

approaches. 

ESDC is a WSDC-style annual open English debating

tournament for high school teams and is organized by the

Robert College Debate Society. ESDC takes place at the

beatiful campus of Robert College, Istanbul, Turkey. ESDC was

first organized in 2011 and has been organized annually since

then. ESDC is the world's first and only international WSDC

debating championship that is organized completely by high-

school students. 
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A huge importance is placed on the adjudication quality and

the experience of debaters. ESDC provides both

accommodation and transportation to every delegation that

request it. It’s one of the most prestigious and largest

international high school debate tournaments in the world. 
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Registration

Click here to register.

Team Cap: 80 teams 

Registration window: 28 September 2026 - 20 December 2026 

Registration Fee is €100 per person including debaters,

judges, coaches, and observers. Teams can have 3 to 5

members. 

The number of teams (n) must be accompanied by at least n

judges. Failing to do so will result in paying a missing judge

fee of €110.

Debaters must be enrolled at a secondary/high school.

Adjudicators must be above 18 years old and secondary/high

school graduates.

The dress code is business casual.
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https://forms.gle/6ijdojMgvAsUjipKA
https://forms.gle/6ijdojMgvAsUjipKA
https://forms.gle/tE6gZeHdvVek47FFA
https://forms.gle/6ijdojMgvAsUjipKA
https://forms.gle/eNDCrJi3thHZfxRB8
https://forms.gle/eNDCrJi3thHZfxRB8
https://forms.gle/eNDCrJi3thHZfxRB8
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Independent

Adjudicators

You can find other details in the IA application form.

If you are not a subsidized IA, the same registration and

accommodation fees will apply with all participants

Besides debaters, ESDC is an event to gain valuable judging

experience for members of the global debating community

who have completed high school. Every year, we allocate the

largest possible budget for subsidizing top-tier adjudicators

from all around the world. If you think your experience will

contribute to ESDC or you want to participate in a world-class

organization alongside senior judges, and you don’t have an

affiliation with high school teams that are going to compete,

feel free to apply as an Independent Adjudicator!
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https://forms.gle/xUt98GNrmgj89wVh8
https://forms.gle/8qrgkcvASdWMuXkB7
https://forms.gle/8qrgkcvASdWMuXkB7


Accommodation

Triple rooms

Single rooms

Double rooms

240€ per person

150€ per person

120€ per person

Standard Check in:

22 January 2027

Standard Check out:

25 January 2027

Extra nights will be charged with the same daily price.

Respectively, 80€, 50€, 40€ per night per person. We

encourage you to stay extra nights to experience the city

with our Travel Day guide. If you wish to do so, you can find

the necessary details in the registration form.

Accommodation will be at 5-star Ramada Plaza By Wyndham

Istanbul Sultanahmet for all 3 nights. The hotel is within

walking distance of many of Istanbul's most famous

historical landmarks, such as Hagia Sophia, the Blue

Mosque, Topkapi Palace, and the Grand Bazaar.
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Schedule

23 January 2027 - Day 1 

25 January 2027 - Day 3 

24 January 2027 - Day 2 

08.30 Arrival 

09:10 Octofinals - Prepared 

11:30 Quarter Finals and Novice Semifinals

14:00 Lunch Break 

15:00 Semifinals and Novice Final

18:15 Grand Final

20:45 Dinner Break

21:15 Closing Ceremony

08:30 Arrival 

09:00 Opening Ceremony and Briefing 

09:50 Round 1 - Impromptu

12:35 Lunch Break 

13:40 Round 2 - Prepared

17:10 Round 3 - Impromptu 

18:55 Dinner Break and Cultural Expo

Arrival 08:30 

Round 4 - Impromptu 09:10 

Lunch Break 11:55 

Round 5 - Prepared 13:00 

Round 6 - Impromptu 15:25 

Dinner Break 17:55 

Winter Ball 19:00 
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Ramada Plaza By Wyndham Istanbul Sultanahmet, (the

official accommodation venue) is about 30 minutes driving

distance from Robert College with ESDC transportation.

Transportation will be provided between the hotel and the

tournament venue, Robert College, on all three days.

There is a metro station close to Robert College, 20

minutes of walking distance, and there is metro station

very close to the hotel, about 3 minutes of walking

distance. 

For anyone arranging their own transportation, we will

provide a transportation guide in the future. 

Note: It is very important that you apply for a visa if needed.

Please bear in mind that Turkey is not a part of the Schengen

zone. Don’t hesitate to ask us any questions. 

You can find the visa requirements for your country by clicking

on this link.

Travel & Transportation

Transportation Matters 

 Visa Matters
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http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa
http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa
http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa


Spice Bazaar 

Grand Bazaar 

Sultanahmet Square

Squares & Streets

Gülhane Park

Prince’s Islands

Bosphorus Cruise 

Natural Spots

We highly recommend extending your stay in Istanbul by an extra

day to enjoy sightseeing. For those who choose to stay, we will

provide an additional travel pack designed to help you make the

most of your experience. This pack will include places we contacted

that will provide promotions for ESDC participants. This page

serves as a sneak peek of the travel pack. Below, you’ll find some

must-see places to give you an idea of what awaits you.

Travel Day

(Recommended!)

Landmarks

Blue Mosque

Hagia Sophia 

Topkapı Palace 

Basilica Cistern
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Taksim Sqıare & Istiklal Street



A warm coat or insulated jacket

Layered clothing, including sweaters

Scarf, gloves, and hat

Waterproof shoes or boots

Umbrella or rain-resistant outerwear

Recommended Clothing

Participants are advised to bring:

During this period, Istanbul

is expected to experience

typical winter conditions

which is cold, damp, and

mostly windy. Daytime

temperatures will range

from around 5°C to 10°C,

while nighttime lows may

drop to 1°C to 4°C. 

Weather in Istanbul
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NextGen.

class experts. 

NextGen Debaters India is a fast-growing student-led debate

who will be participating in ESDC’27. More information on the

training and international competitive events across the WSDC,

We will be hosting an educational program in collaboration with

debaters across India and beyond. Their core mission is to make

world-class debate education inclusive and accessible by offering

successfully built a vibrant community of high school and college

global speakers and critical thinkers. Specializing in high-impact

content of the training sessions will be shared soon.

platform, dedicated to cultivating the next generation of powerful

affordable, high-quality training, hosting international tournaments

Public Forum (PF), and British Parliamentary (BP) formats, they have

NextGen will arrange training sessions for debaters and adjudicators

that convene the best young minds, and masterclasses led by world-

NextGen Debaters India
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As a final note, we want to pay tribute to Feyyaz Berker, a

distinguished RC’46 graduate, accomplished debater and

renowned businessman. He was the biggest supporter of the

Turkish Debating community and his legacy endures through

his remarkable contributions. We wouldn’t be able to organize

ESDC without his and the Berker family’s continuous support. 

Today, Tekfen Vakfı continues to honor his memory by

generously supporting both ESDC and RCDS in his name. We

are deeply grateful for their continued faith in our community

and for carrying forward a legacy that means so much to all of

us. It is both a privilege and a responsibility to keep that

legacy alive, and we remember Feyyaz Berker with profound

gratitude, respect, and affection.

Berker at the RC 125th Year Exhibition in 1989, held in Feyyaz Berker Hall

Commemorating

Feyyaz Berker
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See you at ESDC’27! 

Best wishes, 

Tuna Önel & Zeynep Rana Aktaş  

Co-Conveners of ESDC’27
13

Website: esdc.info

Instagram: @eurasianschoolsdebate

Facebook: Eurasian Schools Debate ESDC

LinkedIn: Eurasian Schools Debating Championship (ESDC)

If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to

contact us at:

eurasiandebatetr@gmail.com 

You can follow announcements and other details via:

https://esdc.info/
https://www.instagram.com/eurasianschoolsdebate/?next=%2F
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100075826219736
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurasian-schools-debate-championship?skipRedirect=true&viewAsMember=true
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